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Good afternoon everyone and welcome to the 
QES for the visit of Hastings United. We wish 
our guests a safe journey back to East Sussex 
this evening.
It’s the first encounter 
between the two teams for 
a few years now, and in my 
opinion Hastings are a very 
welcome addition back to 
the Premier Division. The 
have a great fan base and 
lovely ground which we’re 
very much looking forward 
to visiting later in the season. 
On the pitch they have had 
a very good start to life back 
at this level and are sure to 
present a very tough test for 
us this afternoon as they look 
to bounce back following a 
midweek defeat at Billericay. 

Following our humbling 
defeat to Lewes a few weeks 
ago we’ve bounced back well 
with a decent away draw at 
Cray and an entertaining 
three points here last 
Saturday against Herne 
Bay. This year is perhaps 
the most competitive we’ve 
experienced at this level with 
everyone seeming capable 
of beating each other, 
especially in the top half of 
the division and a number 
of early season favourites 
struggling to find form. It’s 
therefore imperative that 
we remain as consistent as 
we can and pick up points 
even if we’re not playing well. 
It’s also important that we 
get the right balance in the 
squad, both from the player 
and budget perspective, 
something that Andy and I 
have been working on over 
the past couple of weeks. 
We’ve been able to bring in 
a couple of new additions 
in the areas that Andy 
identified for strengthening 
and we’ll continue to monitor 
if more new faces are 
required before hopefully we 
settle the squad down for a 
successful second half of the 
season. 

As well as a successful 
league campaign, we also 
have ambitions of some cup 
success in those competitions 
we remain in and it was 
therefore very pleasing to see 
us win in the County Cup in 
midweek, albeit on penalties! 
We start our league cup 
campaign this midweek with 
a tricky trip to Felixstowe 
& Walton where hopefully 
we can progress and keep 
momentum towards some 
silverware at the end of the 
season.

It was great to celebrate 
our Whole Club Day last 
weekend and amazing to 
see every section of the club 
represented as well as visits 
from our local politicians. A 
big thank you to everyone 
involved in the organisation 
of the day, especially club 
director Ram Ismail who 
pulled the whole event 
together.  

The growth of all of our 
sections makes it ever more 
important that the facilities 
here at the QES match the 
size of our club and we 
therefore continue to push 
ahead with our plans for 
a new facility to provide a 
new function, meeting and 
classroom space. Since I 
last wrote the board have 
reviewed the initial plans 
from our surveyors and 
have fed back on suggested 
alterations. Once the revised 
plans are back with us, we 
will start the process of 
seeking funding partners and 
exploring which options are 
available to us. I will keep you 
updated as things progress.

Get behind the team today. 
Up The Town!

Paul Reed
Chairman

WELCOME

PROUD SPONSORS OF
ENFIELD TOWN F.C.
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ADVERT

The Isthmian Football League strongly supports the FA statement that there should be a zero-tolerance approach against 
racism and all forms of discrimination. Accordingly, any form of discriminatory abuse whether it be by reason of age, 

disability, gender reassignment, race, religion and belief, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, sex and 
sexual orientation, or any other form of abuse will be reported to The Football Association for action by that Association 

(The FA 0800 085 0508 / Kick it Out 020 7253 0162). The Isthmian League and all Member Clubs in the League are committed 
to promoting equality by treating people fairly and with respect, by recognising that inequalities may exist, by taking steps 

to address them, and providing access and opportunities for all members of the community.

Hopefully we’ll have a decent crowd in as well 
after the success of the ‘Whole Club’ day last 
weekend. It was good to see so many aspects 
of the club altogether. We had a better day last 
weekend as we put on a good display to beat 
Herne Bay. We created lots of chances on the day 
and our defending across the pitch was much 
better, despite conceding two avoidable goals. Our 
attacking play was top class and I was pleased 
with the players as we have been working on 
our attacking patterns in training. We still find 
ourselves short of our points target for the season 
so far, but we are still in touch at the top of what is 
a very open league this season. We must keep that 
level of performance in every session, every week, 
if we want to replicate the success of last year, 
and the players know we cannot just turn it on 
when we fancy it. We have to find ways of tackling 
the different challenges the league presents every 
week whether that’s formation or tactically. It’s 
a demanding schedule from now until the end 
of November with some travelling in the cup 
competitions that we are still involved in. We want 
success in all the competitions we enter, and after 
the disappointment of the national cups, we will 
do our best to progress as far as we can in those 

competitions. We owe it to ourselves and to you as 
supporters.              

We had some changes to the squad this week. 
In addition to Bilal leaving us, you will have seen 
Lewis Knight joined us on loan from Margate to 
strengthen our defensive options (and our goal 
scoring options following his debut goal!). He is a 
player we have liked for a while. I am sure he will 
settle in quickly and give us some more solidity 
at the back. We also added Hamilton Antonio to 
the ranks from Herne Bay. He has looked good 
in training and we have lacked some depth in 
midfield this season - Hamilton will bring us that 
along with his energy and physicality. Please 
welcome both lads to the club when you see them. 
I will keep you advised on other changes as we 
make them. 

One thing that does not change is your support 
which was great last weekend. Please stick with us 
while we get it right. Consistent, knowledgeable 
and vocal as always, we look forward to seeing and 
hearing you again today.   

COYT. 
  

Andy Leese
Manager

Welcome to Hastings United FC for this Isthmian League game. They 
have had a very good start to life back at this level, and I am sure we 
will have to be at our best to get something from the game today.

FROM THE DUGOUT



Visit our Showroom & Works
Culver Garden Centre, Cattlegate Road

Crews Hill, Enfield EN2 9DS

020 8366 7333 | info@granitedirect.ltd.uk
www.granitedirect.ltd.uk

Match Report: Martin Bentley

Well, it wasn’t pretty at times, but Enfield 
Town squeezed into the third round of the 
Middlesex Senior Cup with a penalty shoot-out 
victory over Step 4 Uxbridge on Tuesday.

In truth, though, a lifeless second half 
performance saw Town come within two minutes 
of an embarrassing defeat to a second-string 
Uxbridge side and were only rescued by yet 
another superb free kick goal from Andre Coker. 
Town controlled much of the first half with 
new signing Hamilton Antonio looking a useful 
addition to the midfield. 

The home side’s only shot of note was a snap 
shot that kissed the outside of Adi Connolly’s 
post on the half hour. By then Town were a goal 
up courtesy of a howler from home keeper 
Matty Bonnett, who managed to punch Lyle 
Della-Verde’s corner into his own net after 20 
minutes.

The second half saw the home side enjoy long 
periods of possession in midfield, though their 
efforts on goal were all from distance and off 
target. Town managed a couple of off-target 
efforts too, though the closest they came to 
scoring was from a Della-Verde cross that was 
parried out for a corner by a startled Bonnett. 
Uxbridge were slowly taking control, and two 
quick-fire goals from Gareth Chendlik (79) and 
Presley Evans (85) looked to have sent Town to 
a highly embarrassing defeat. However, Town 
suddenly flicked the ‘on’ switch, forcing a string 
of corners and free kicks, and it was from one 
of the latter that they levelled two minutes 
from time. The kick was, once again, in ‘Lyle’s 
Office’ but he had already been substituted, so 
up stepped Andre Coker to curl a perfect shot to 
Bonnett’s left. Phew.

The shoot-out was a tale of 13 perfect penalties 
and one disaster for the home side. For the 
record, Town’s seven successful kicks came from 
Youngs, Taaffe, Cass, Dayton, Coker, Payne and 
Hercules. Home right-back Maurice Nugent then 
stepped up to take Uxbridge’s seventh, and fired 
his kick into the car park to see Town through to 
the next round.

Town: Connolly; Wilson-Braithwaite, Payne, 
Knight, Richmond (Spencer 45); Thomas (Youngs 
45), Antonio (Taaffe 75), Dayton; Hercules, 
Della-Verde (Coker 64), Cass.

Town need spot kicks
2-2

Gareth Chendlik (80’)
Presley Evans (85’)

Middlesex Senior Cup | Tuesday 1st November 2022

Matthew Bonnett (20’ og)
Andre Coker (88’)
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Today’s match will be just the third meeting 
between the two sides, ten years on from our 
first meeting back in 2012-13, and with each 
club having recorded one win apiece. 

We first went to Hastings for a league game 
in November 2012. With regular goalie Noel 
Imber injured, we gave a debut to Daniel East 
from Brighton & Hove Albion. A crowd of 297 
at the Pilot Field saw us fall behind to Zac 
Attwood’s opener just before the break, only for 
Tyler Campbell to level it up with a great solo 
effort after 47 minutes. Lee White then spanked 
us into the lead with his first goal for the club 
after 58 minutes - and when another former 
Brighton youngster in Tom Vickers was sent off 
for the hosts after 74 minutes, it seemed the 

win would be ours. Not to be, however, as two 
fast break aways in the last ten minutes cost us 
dear. Bailo Camara got the equaliser, before a 
winner from Josh Jirbandey consigned us to a 
3-2 defeat. Definitely three points thrown away.

When Hastings came back to North London 
for the return game, they had enjoyed a terrific 
FA Cup run, while Town had sunk to 21st in 
the league and were desperate for a win! We 
secured it thanks to a solitary strike from man-
of-the-match Scott McGleish (his fourth in 
four games!). In truth, we could have won by a 
bigger margin, but the win was enough to lift 
us to 17th. 354 were there. In a piece of trivia, 
ex-Enfield FC hero Gary Abbott came on as a 
sub and was booked after 13 seconds.

WE’VE MET BEFORE:

Town v Hastings United
Jim Cunneen looks back at our previous encounters
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The present Hastings United Football Club appears 
to have existed continuously since 1901 having 
undergone three changes of name. 

One consequence of those name changes has 
been that the club’s history has become inclined to 
be interwoven with that of other clubs with similar 
names and only recently may its history have been 
disentangled which is why what is now considered 
accurate history may read somewhat differently to 
previous versions. The origins of the club began with 
the founding of old town side Rock-A-Nore in 1894; 
however, five years later they became defunct but 
in 1901 a new club started-up using the same name. 
In April 1921 it was agreed to change the name to 
Hastings and St. Leonards Football Club. 

Another name change to “Hastings Town” was 
passed in the 1960’s, but then in June 1985, the 
already existing “Hastings United” ceased trading 
when it was found they could no longer sustain 
their accumulated debts. Hastings Town made an 
application to take over their Southern League place 
but Witney objected as United’s demise had saved 
them from relegation from the Premier Division and, 
instead, Town were offered a place in the League’s 
Southern Division. Several ex-United players joined 
Town and the unified side featured in the promotion 
race during their first two seasons but just missed 
out finishing third and fourth in 1986 and 1987, 
respectively.

Season 1998/99 saw an attempt to transfer to the 
Isthmian League refused but having resigned from 
the Southern League they were only accepted back 
as new entrants and started 1999/2000 in the Eastern 
Division which they won in 2002. At this time the club 
finally acquired the company name Hastings United 
and have played under that title ever since.

Promoted to the Premier Division, a twentieth-
placed finish meant an immediate return to the 
Eastern Division but a first appearance was made 
in the FA Cup proper when the side reached the first 
round after winning in a replay at Kettering Town. 
Sadly, there was to be no meeting with a Football 
League side to evoke memories of their namesake’s 
glorious cup history, and the dream ended with a 
0-1 defeat at Conference side Stevenage Borough. 
Relegation and the FA’s Non-League restructuring 
moved the side into the Isthmian League where they 
finished in eleventh and twelfth places in Division 
One in 2005 and 2006. After finishing fourth in 
2006/07, promotion to the Premier Division was 
won by defeating second placed Tooting & Mitcham 
United in the end of season play-off final.

Three years later, the 2009/10 season was United’s 
most successful since gaining promotion. They looked 
likely to make the end of season play-offs until a 
late dip in form saw them finish in seventh place. 
They reached the semi-finals of the Sussex Senior 

Cup, losing to Brighton & Hove Albion but found no 
success in the FA Cup, FA Trophy or League Cup.

Manager Tony Dolby left the club in December 
2010 and was replaced by Jason Hopkinson who 
was previously assistant manager at Lewes. Results 
picked up which enable the club to retain its Premier 
Division status, though Hopkinson was replaced 
within the year by central defender Sean Ray. United 
again found themselves in a relegation battle but 
managed to preserve their Premier Division status. 
However, a poor league season in 2012/13 saw the 
club relegated from the Isthmian Premier Division. 
Nonetheless, there was considerable cup success. 
An FA Cup run saw United reach the third round 
proper before losing 4-1 away to Championship side 
Middlesbrough. They also reached the semi-finals of 
the League Cup, losing away to Concord Rangers, 
and the Sussex Senior Cup when they lost 1-0 to 
Bognor Regis Town.

Over the next few years, the club underwent several 
more management changes and at the back end of 
the 2014/15 campaign the club changed hands as a 
new board of directors was appointed.  Garry Wilson 
was appointed as manager during the close season 
with Danny Bloor joining as assistant manager. 
Former player Darren Hare took charge and rebuilt 
the squad during the close-season with a number 
of new signings. After an excellent season which 
ended with a play-off semi-final defeat, on penalties, 
away to Dorking Wanderers, Hare resigned. His 
replacement was Adam Hinshelwood who once again 
had to rebuild the side as a number of players moved 
on, though he too resigned during September 2017 to 
take on the manager’s role at Worthing FC and was 
replaced by his assistant Chris Agutter who remained 
at the helm on a full-time basis until his resignation 
at the end of October 2021. His tenure included 
United’s record win post-WWII: a 12-3 rout of East 
Grinstead Town, with an 8-goal haul from Davide 
Rodari. November 2021 saw Gary Elphick appointed 
as Men’s First Team manager with Andrew Brown 
as coach and Jon Meeney brought in to strengthen 
the coaching staff as Assistant Manager. That 
managerial team guided the ‘U’s to the Isthmian 
League South East Division title, scoring a league-
high 82 goals, and earning a place back at Step 3 for 
the first time since 2013.

HASTINGS UNITED
IN TOWN TODAY

Pic: Scott White
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LOUIS ROGERS (Goalkeeper)
Homegrown goalie Louis came through the ranks 
and into the Hastings first team from the U23s. 
Hav-ing gained experience on a dual-registration 
deal with Uckfield Town, the agile shot stopper has 
been integral to the ‘U’s success over last couple 
of seasons.  He made his 100th appearance for the 
club last season, and has over 50 clean sheets to his 
name in that time.

OLLIE BLACK (Defender)
Another academy graduate, versatile defender Ollie 
rejoined the club in December 2018 after a spell with 
Eastbourne Town, and also brought up his 100th 
senior Hastings United appearance last season.

JAKE ELLIOTT (Defender)
Powerful defender Jake returns to the U’s after 
spending last season at National League South 
side Eastbourne Borough. dhe 23-year-olf made 50 
appearances for Hastings before his move at the end 
of 2020/21. 

KANE PENN (Defender)
Kane joined the first team squad last season, having 
previously represented Eastbourne United.  He 
picked up a Man of the Match award in November 
for his performance against Isthmian League South 
East title contenders Cray Valley PM and again for 
his New Year’s Day performance against Lancing 
in front of the Club’s highest league attendance at 
the time of 2,017. He has now made over 30 first 
team appearances, and netted 3 goals in 3 games in 
October.

CRAIG STONE (Defender)
Capable at centre-back or in midfield, Craig began 
his career at Gillingham before spells with Brent-
ford, Ebbsfleet United and Maidstone United. An 
experienced member of the Hastings side, he signed 
on at Pilot Field following promotion from the Bostik 
Premier with Tonbridge Angels. He is seeking a fifth 
promotion of his career.

ALEX BREFO (Defender)
21-year-old Alex is capable in defence or midfield 
and joined over the summer from Cray Valley PM, 
having made 25 appearances for the Millers last 
season. He previously played for Phoenix Sports and 
South Park, and prior to that was on the bench five 
times for National League Bromley, where he played 
in their academy side. A powerful young athlete who 
provides flexibility with team formations, he recently 
signed a contract through the 2022/23 season.

RYAN WORRALL (Midfielder)
Central midfielder Ryan started learning his trade 
at Brighton & Hove Albion’s academy. He signed for 
Hastings in 2019 after returning to the UK, having 
spent 15 months in New Zealand with Tasman 
United. He previously had spells with Eastbourne 
Borough, Tonbridge Angels, Bognor Regis Town, and 
Horsham.

JACK DIXON (Midfielder)
Hastings skipper ‘Dicko’ made his debut for Rye 
United as a 16-year-old in the Sussex County League 
and had trials at several League clubs before signing 
for Hastings United in 2011. After 87 matches over 
two seasons and being an influential member of the 
team that reached the third round proper of the FA 
Cup, he transferred to Lewes in July 2013, where he 
scored 19 goals from midfield. Following a spell at 
Dulwich Hamlet he returned to his home-town 
club, and has now clocked up over 300 appearances 
in claret and blue, winning President’s, Manager’s 
and Players’ ‘Player of the Season’ at the end of 
2018/19.

SAM ADAMS (Midfielder)
Affectionately known as ‘Super Sammy’, Adams is 
Hastings’ record appearance holder, with 620 – and 
152 goals in that time. Sam played for the Hastings 
youth team and also spent time with Rye and Iden 
United before signing at the Pilot Field in 2005. He 
was part of the squad that sealed promotion in 2007, 
and although he has had spells at Rye United and 
Hythe Town, he has been a mainstay of the United 
first XI ever since. 

SAM HASLER (Midfielder)
Attacking mid Sam started his career in Arsenal’s 
academy, joining Maidstone United as a 16-year-old. 
Stints at Erith & Belvedere and Herne Bay followed, 
before a move along the Kent coast to Folkestone – 
where he netted Invicta’s Goal of the 2016-17 season 
with a stunning free-kick against Isthmian Premier 
champions Havant & Waterlooville. Included in the 
2017-18 Premier Division ‘Team of the Season’, he 
signed for the ‘U’s during 2021/22 pre-season from 
promotion rivals Ashford United.

TOM CHALMERS (Midfielder)
20-year-old Tom has been with Hastings United 
since the age of 13 and is a highly regarded graduate 
of the club’s academy. He broke into the senior ranks 
in the 2019/20 season, making his debut at 17. A 
nimble attacking midfielder with an eye for goal, he 
captained an England Colleges XI in July 2021.

KNORY SCOTT (Forward)
Attacking winger Knory joined Kidderminster 
Harriers’ U23s side ahead of the 2018/19 season, 
mak-ing numerous first team appearances in the 
early weeks of the 2019/20 season following his 
competi-tive debut against AFC Telford United. A 
Bermuda international, the 23-year-old netted his 
first inter-national goal in March 2021, and joined 
Hastings from Harriers in 2020.

CHINEDU MCKENZIE (Forward)
Chinedu is a recent arrival at Pilot Field, signing on 
this month after featuring last season for Herne Bay. 
He was a notable member of the Tonbridge Angels 
squad that won promotion to the National League 
South in 2019, contributing 12 goals in the process, 
and he made 10 appearances for Angels at Step 2 
before heading off to Leatherhead. He also featured 
in Haringey Borough’s Isthmian North promotion side.

DE NIRO PINTO (Forward)
On loan from Eastbourne Borough, De Niro previously 
featured for Maidstone United, Chatham Town, Cray 
Valley PM and Beckenham Town, where he made 21 
appearances in their promotion-winning squad last 
season.

JAMES HULL (Forward)
Academy product James was a prolific scorer for 
Hastings’ Under-23s who featured well within the 

first team squad last season. He scored 4 goals in the 
‘U’s U23s Sussex Cup win over Newhaven in January 
2022 and helped the team to clinch the 2021/22 
Isthmian Development League South division title. 
James has now made 29 first team appearances. 

BEN POPE (Forward)
Centre-forward Ben signed from Lewes ahead of 
the 2019-20 season. A product of the Brighton & 
Hove Albion academy, he was a previous promotion 
winner with Worthing, where he was their youngest 
goalscorer for the senior side in the club’s history. 
Ben has spearheaded Hastings’ attack for the last 
three seasons - netting 53 times in 99 appearances 
in United colours during that time.

IN CHARGE:
GARY ELPHICK
Popular centre-back Gary Elphick 
took the managerial post at 
Hastings United back in November 
2021, following the departure of 
Chris Agutter. Having previously 
been player-manager at Worthing, 
Elphick guided the ‘U’s back into 
to step 3 as champions of the 
Isthmian South East Division last season and has 
been praised for implementing an attractive style of 
football along the way – his side scored a league-high 
82 goals on their way to promotion. 

IN TOWN TODAY...
HASTINGS UNITED

Pic: Scott White
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Hornchurch, with a couple of games in hand 
on the sides around them, had the chance to 
go top of the Isthmian Premier last night – but 
failed to make the most of that opportunity as 
they hosted Haringey Borough in a rollercoaster 
of a match. Given the Urchins’ league form, and 
their record at Bridge Avenue, it was something 
of a surprise when Olumide Durojaiye gave Boro 
an 18th-minute lead from the penalty spot, 
and it was even more of a shock when – after 
the restart – wide man Jonny Ashman finished 
off a counter attack for 0-2 on 67 minutes. 
When it came, the home response was swift, 
however, and within twelve minutes they were 
level. Substitute Charlie Stimson’s headed 
set-up was volleyed home by Sam Higgins for 
2-1, before Higgins then blasted in a penalty 
for his fourteenth of the season. Two minutes 
later, another substitute in Danny Green tapped 
in to seemingly complete the turnaround and 
seal three points – only for Haringey’s Stefanos 
Georgiou to pop up in the closing stages and 
turn home an equaliser after the Urchins’ 

debutant goalie Lamar Joseph-Johnson – who 
featured nine times for Haringey last season – 
had spilled the ball. Hornchurch remain in third, 
Borough in sixteenth.

That draw meant the door would have been 
open for Aveley to top the table with victory 
themselves: a tough ask as they journeyed to 
East Sussex to face Lewes. Though swirling wind 
and driving rain played a part in proceedings, it 
didn’t seem to matter to the Millers as George 
Sykes slid in to hand them an eighth-minute 
lead at the Dripping Pan: his eleventh goal of 
the campaign. The Rooks rallied, though, and 
restored parity just after the hour mark; Joe 
Taylor planting home his twelfth of the season 
with a penalty to earn a share of the spoils. 

The evening’s other league match pitted 
two more sides in very decent form together 
as Billericay Town welcomed Hastings United 
to Essex. While the Blues came into this one 
unbeaten in the league since the August Bank 
Holiday and having won their last four, they 
faced one of the league’s meanest defences 

ISTHMIAN SCENE
Midweek football saw a number of sides with top-five 
aspirations in league action, while the holders were 
dumped out of the Velocity Trophy..

Billericay players celebrate Anthony Jeffrey’s opener
(Pic: Nicky Hayes)

who themselves had won seven of their last 
nine in all competitions. No wonder, then, that 
this one was tight – eventually settled by the 
odd goal. That goal went to the hosts, Anthony 
Jeffrey sweeping home from the edge of the 
area seven minutes into the second half, and 
Ricay’s resurgence sees them climb into ninth 
spot - four points behind Enfield Town in fifth, 
but with three games in hand. 

There were three Velocity Trophy ties involving 
sides from the Premier Division – including 
holders Horsham, who hosted Whitehawk at 
Hop Oast. The Hornets wasted no time going 
in front, as Jack Mazzone gave them the lead 
inside five minutes. Seven minutes before 
half-time, though, the Hawks levelled as ex-
Horsham skipper Joe Shelley equalised from 
the spot, before Stefan Wright put the visitors 
ahead on the stroke of half time. Horsham’s 
woes deepened when Alex Malins was dismissed 
just after the break, but Mazzone struck his 
ninth of the campaign in the 80th minute to 
draw the ten-man Hornets level. However, 
Whitehawk struck what proved to be the winner 
eight minutes from time - and it was another 
former Horsham favourite in Will Miles who 
headed in from a free kick to spark jubilant 

celebrations behind the away goal.
Folkestone Invicta – with Micheal Everitt and 

Roland Edge at the reins – welcomed step 4 
Faversham Town from across Kent. The visiting 
Lilywhites came into this off the back of a 6-1 
reverse at Whitehawk, and Invicta made it 11 
conceded in two games with a ruthless display. 
They were four to the good by half time, as 
goals from Nathan Green, Ibrahim Olutade, 
and Ade Yusuff, plus a 40-yard blockbuster from 
Ian Gayle, put the game well beyond reach. 
Matthew Norman made it 5-0 for the Stripes 
after the restart as they sailed into the next 
round.

Brightlingsea Regent hosted Bowers & Pitsea 
at North Road, and must have hoped that there 
would be welcome respite from their league 
fortunes – especially when new recruit Francis 
Jno-Baptiste nodded them into a twelfth-
minute lead. The visitors regrouped, though, 
and Freddie Hockey pounced on a rebound to 
draw the visitors level shortly before the break, 
before Sonny Fish found the top corner to make 
it 2-1. Substitute Michael Bareck slotted home 
a third six minutes from time to see Bowers 
through, and extinguish any Regent hopes of a 
comeback.
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Knowing the Numbers
It may not be the most glamorous role in football 
and not every club has one. But if you want to 
know about a team’s history – past and present 
– the go-to person is invariably their statistician. 
Jim Cunneen has been doing the job at Enfield 
Town ever since the club was formed – following 
a long association with the original Enfield FC. 
Now aged 71, Jim can tell you almost everything 
you need to know about the borough’s biggest 
nonleague club, down to the last detail. “I’m 
one of the rare breed of people who get a lot of 
pleasure out of facts and figures,” says Jim, who 
lived in Enfield for much of his life before retiring 
to Gloucestershire where he helps run his local 
non-league team.

“It keeps my mind active. Football and cricket 
have always been my relaxation.” If there 
is anything about the Towners Jim doesn’t 
know, it’s frankly not worth knowing. Behind 
the scenes, he commands huge respect from 
everyone involved at the club. Jim told the 
Dispatch: “I first started supporting the old 
Enfield in 1957 when my father took me. I just got 
hooked and at one point I was chairman of the 
supporters’ club. “When the two clubs split and 
the board and supporters went over to Town, I did 
as well because that was where my loyalties lay 
and I’ve been doing it effectively ever since. I’ve 
made so many friends.” 

To do the job to the best of his ability, Jim gets 
a lot of support from long-time Town supporter 
and lifelong friend Martin Bentley and the 
current assistant kit man, Michael Bunyan. “I 
couldn’t do it without them because they supply 
me with so much match-day information. I’ve 
got everything going right back to the first day of 
Enfield Town’s inception.”

Anything anyone needs to do with the club, 
Jim can provide, whether it’s appearances, 
goalscorers (including oldest and youngest), 
disciplinary records, fastest-ever goal scored, 
fastest scored against, even down to who hit 
the post when and where. “It’s an incredibly 
important role in terms of a club’s historical 
background. I even had one guy from California 
ring me up for loads of information. I’ve 
probably got about 15 to 20 spreadsheets which 
I constantly update. Each game takes me 
about two hours. Unlike players who come and 
go, statisticians tend to stay on, and Jim is no 
different. “It’s not a job for everyone, but I love it. 
Without statisticians, football historians would 
know far less. “There are far too many clubs right 
now living beyond their means. When the money 
men pull out, 100 years of history can disappear 
overnight. That’s why you need statisticians, to 
bring home to people the significance of their 
local community club.”

Andrew Warshaw spoke to our resident statistician for the 
Enfield Dispatch this month…

Despite legitimate claims that a country half the 
size of Wales with no football pedigree and a dodgy 
human rights record shouldn’t have been awarded 
the tournament in the first place, thousands of fans 
from across the world will flock to the tiny Gulf state 
to see the biggest single sporting event on the planet 
take place in the middle of winter.

Whatever your views, for us at Enfield Town – and 
scores of non-league clubs like us – there is an 
undeniable beneficial knock-on effect. With no 
top-flight football for a month, it is anticipated that 
attendances at non-league games will increase, 
using the period of the World Cup to showpiece 
what we have to offer. It may be a difficult pill to 
swallow in terms of the moral issue of Qatar hosting 
the tournament but from a purely footballing 
standpoint, there seems every chance the non-
league game can exploit the situation and bring in 
much needed revenue. 

But …..and now we come to the counter-
arguments.

You may have read recently about Foreign Secretary 
James Cleverly provoking a furious backlash after 
urging LGBT supporters to be “respectful of the 
host nation” during the tournament in a country 
where homosexuality is banned. He did so after 
Peter Tatchell, one of Britain’s leading LGBT activists, 
said he was apparently arrested for staging a one-
man protest in the Qatari capital Doha. Tatchell’s 
response was unequivocal. “It is appalling that Mr 
Cleverley is urging fans to be respectful of the host 
nation, rather than calling out the regime over its 
repression,” he said. 

“The Government should be challenging FIFA on 
how they’ve put fans in this position, and ensuring 
the full safety of all fans attending, not defending 
discriminatory values.”

Whichever stand you take on this – whether boycott 
at all costs or put football first and don’t feel 
guilty about travelling to support your team – the 
legacy of the World Cup will not happen during the 
tournament but long after it has ended.

FIFA president Gianni Infantino has cranked up 
the public relations narrative of late, insisting to 
anyone who will listen that the tournament will 
be remembered for all the right reasons. Like the 
organisers, Infantino declared that those visiting the 
tiny Gulf state will enjoy the experience of a lifetime. 
The FIFA president took the opportunity to downplay 
concerns about alleged homophobia: “Let me repeat 
this clearly. Everyone will be welcome regardless of 
their origin, background, religion, gender, sexual 

orientation or nationality.” The World Cup, he added, 
“is not only about infrastructure and stadiums … it’s 
about creating memories that will last a lifetime.”

True; but memories are one thing, and what 
happens on the ground after the tournament is 
entirely another. I have been to several sporting 
events in nations that put their best feet forward to 
show off their cultural heritage, only to revert to type 
afterwards.

“Groundbreaking reforms …are changing the lives 
of thousands of workers [in Qatar] for the better,” 
claims Infantino.  

Partially yes but ironically that’s mainly due to 
western pressure. And there is one heck of a way to 
go in terms of improving living standards for migrant 
workers and dealing with human rights violations. 
For all that, it can’t be denied that there is an 
enormous appetite to attend the tournament, with 
an estimated 1.2 million fans attracted by Qatar’s 
compact size, hardly any travel required between 
venues, and the possibility to see more than one 
game in a single day. Ticket sales are approaching 
the three million mark, with England being one of 
the top 10 purchasing nations.

What’s for sure is that this event will be like no 
other before when it comes to both the proximity of 
stadiums and to accommodation availability. Where 
everyone ends up sleeping could be a logistical 
nightmare – and an expensive one at that. I make 
no apologies for admitting that having covered 
eight World Cups as a journalist, I will be going to 
Qatar purely as a fan, something I have always 
wanted to do. I am only going for a week, enough 
time hopefully to experience the tournament’s 
compact nature. Perhaps that will be enough if it is 
as sanitised an affair as some are predicting without 
the usual intoxicating, colourful ambiance.

Do I have mixed feelings about my decision given 
Qatar’s strict laws? I do. 

Am I intrigued to find out what I can and can’t 
do, not least having a beer? Absolutely. Will I look at 
events through rose-coloured spectacles while I’m 
there? Absolutely not. The Qatari authorities have 
spent billions on the World Cup and are bound to 
make it their business to keep tourists away from the 
thousands of migrant workers for fear of spreading 
the wrong message. Whether they can maintain the 
message they want once the tournament is over - 
that it was a World Cup for the entire Middle East 
region and that the game will flourish as a result - is 
likely to be far harder to communicate to a sceptical 
world.

FOR THE GOOD 
OF THE GAME? 
In just under a month’s time, the most controversial World Cup in 
living memory gets under way in Qatar, writes Andrew Warshaw

Our Club, Our Community
Last weekend was our annual Whole Club Day fixture, where we welcomed Enfield Town’s 
women, girls, boys and disability sections to the QEII to celebrate our club’s place in the local 
community. Up the Town!
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AROUND
THE CLUB

COACH TRAVEL TO 
FELIXSTOWE & WALTON
The Club will be running a coach 
for our Velocity Trophy match 
away at Felixstowe & Walton 
United on Tuesday 8th November 
2022, 7:45pm Kick Off.

The details are:
Departure: QE Stadium, Donkey 
Lane, Enfield, Middx
Departure time: 4pm PROMPT
Cost: £18.00

For bookings please contact Les 
Gold on 07979 727563 - lesgold@
enfieldtownfooballclub.co.uk 
or leave your details at The 
Club Shop. It is essential that 
bookings are made through either 
of these contacts only. Early 
reservations are essential to avoid 
disappointment.

CAPTAIN SCOTT 
Should club captain Scott Thomas 
feature today, he will bring up 
a century of appearances for 
Enfield Town. Since joining in 
July 2019 and making his debut 
against FC United of Manchester, 
he has made 99 competitive 
appearances to date, providing 
11 assists and winning 9 man-
of-the-match awards, as well 
as skippering last season’s side 
which reached the Isthmian 
Premier play-offs. Congrats Scott, 
here’s to many more!

FURTHER ADDITIONS
We are happy to announce two new faces to our 
squad as of this week. The first is defender Lewis 
Knight (pictured), whom you may have seen feature 
– and score on his debut – in our 4-2 win over Herne 
Bay on Saturday afternoon. 

Lewis joins on a month’s loan deal from Margate, and 
brings with him prior experience at Step 2 with St Albans, 
Concord Rangers and Maidstone United. The second 
is Hamilton Antonio, who joins having last featured 
for Herne Bay. He is a central midfielder whose other 
previous sides include Corinthian-Casuals and Walton 
Casuals. He made his debut in midweek as Town beat 
Uxbridge at Honeycroft in the Middlesex Cup.

“Lewis has joined us on loan from Margate to 
strengthen our defensive options and is a player we have 
liked for a while”, said gaffer Andy Leese. “We have also 
added Hamilton Antonio to the squad this week. He was 
playing at Herne Bay this season and last year helped 
them to promotion. We need to bolster the midfield 
area with our demanding schedule at the moment and 
Hamilton will do that with his energy and physicality.”

Welcome to Town!
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Paul Ablett
Jake Ablett-Greene
Danuta Allan
Eric Allan
Phil Ambrose
Steve Ambrose
Malcolm Andrews
Leon Aresti
Richard Armstrong
Neil Bachelor
Charlie Baker
Rupert Baker
Stephen Baker
Kenneth Bales
Mark Ballantine
Christopher Barnard
Ed Barnard
Steve Barnes
Paul Bates
Colin Baynham
Andy Bean
Robert Belli
Stefano Belli
Paul Benedyk
Martin Bentley
Mary Bentley
Richard Blundell
Steve Bond
Graham Borland
Ken Brazier
Ray Brewer
Archie Madden Brine
Gene Brion
Andy Brown
Dave Bryant
Christopher Bull
Michael Bunyan
Clare Cade
Jim Cantle
Lynne Cantle
John Carrigy
Alistair Carter
Jake Cass
Elizabeth Chowne
Michael Chowne
Marios Christeas
Harry Christodoulou
Malcolm Clarke
Tony Claydon
Ronnie Colbeck
Greg Colbourne
Daryll Collis
Martin Convery
Christopher Copping
Denis Coyne
Lee Coyne
Michael Crabbe
James Cracknell
Mark Cripps
Susan Cripps

Daniel Croskell
Gary Cross
James Cunneen
Lily Cusack
Matt Cusack
Errol D’lima
Bruce Darnell
Phil Davison
Terry Deamer
James Delaney
Michael Delaney
Leslie Denny
Manuel Diaz Jr
Simon Dilly
Graham Dodd
John Dolan
Ian Donegan
Philip Donegan
Vera Donegan
Daniel Draper
Colin Druce
Mike Dunne
David Edmonds
Mohammed El-Awady
Mark Emblen
Pete Eyre
Dave Farenden
Gilli Farenden
John Fenton
Claire Ford
David France
Michael Francis
Kieran Fuller
Raymond Gains
Terry Gash
Tony Gibbs
Norman Gilder
Ciaran Glennon
Amy Goble
Les Gold
Berl Goldbart
Simon Gorman
Gino Graffato
Russell Grant
Burk Gravis
Alan Green
Sian Greene
Johnny Greenfield
David Grove
Peter Gruenewald
Ayla H Page
Tom Hall
Glen Halley
Stuart Halley
Christine Hamilton
Ian Hamilton
Marilyn Hamilton
Hilary Hammatt
Peter Hammatt
Peter Hammond

Richard Hammond
Michael Harmsworth
Steph Harrison
John Harte
Howard Hartwell
Andy Hatvani
Stephen Hayes
John A Henderson
Steve Henning
Robert Hepton
Stewart Herd
 Malcolm Hewitt
Jamie Heywood
Simon Hill
John Hodgkinson
John Hollis
David Holmes
Glen Hosford
Nigel Howard
Stephen Hoye
Chris Hubbard
Neville Hubbard
Chris Hughes
June Isik
Os Isik
Arin Ismail
Aysegul Ismail
Mustafa Ismail
Ramadan Ismail
John Jefferson
Rick Jewell
Keith Johnson
Steven Jones
Glenn Jordan
Chris Kaufman
Elaine Keay
Iain Keay
Andrew King
Charlotte King
Robert Kirkland
Jess Kraushaar
Jon Kraushaar
Paul Lamper
Richard Lance
Nick Laroombs
Geoff Lee
Andrew Leese
Thomas Legge
Keith Leghorn
Mark Lever
Duncan Lewis
Alan Limbrick
Brenda Limbrick
John Liu
Neil Lutwyche
Keith Ly
Keith Mackenzie Ingle
Andrew Macpherson
David Malleson
Paul Manel

John Manitara
Charles Mann
Steve Mann
Gavin Mardell
Philip Marshall
Edward McCluskey
David Mead
Alan Medlock
Gabriel Costa Meytanis
Scott Miller
Paul Millington
Lee Mills
Margaret Mills
Geoffrey Morris
Andrew Nicolaou
Chris Noad
Michael North
Stuart North
Trevor North
Reginald Okeke
Ipek Ozerim
Mark Panayiotou
Jegath Paramanathan
James Patman
John Patman
Geof Pearson
Michael Pegrum
Olive Pegrum
Colin Peppiatt
Colin Perry
Ralph Petrie
David Pinnington
Andrew Pope
Gary Preedy
Rupert Price
Graham Ramsay
Lindsay Rawlings
Paul Rayner
Steve Read
Mark Reardon
Paul Reed
Roger Reed
Phil Rice
Steve Richards
Tony Richards
Ben Rider
James Rider
Mark Rider
Claudia Risley
Mathew Risley
Dave Roberts
Andrew Robertson
Christoper Robshaw
Kathleen Robshaw
Lee Robson
Benjamin Rogers
Conor Rohan
Vincent Romanelli
Jordan Romer
Gary Ruff

Conor Ryan
Ian Sands
Pedro Santos
Trevor Saull
Brian Savage
Jean Savage
Michael Savage
Stephen Savage
John Schofield
James Scott
Murray Scott
Thomas Scott
Jon Scutt
Michael Seery
John Seligmann
Prodromos Shakallis
Joseph Shaughnessy
Alison Shepherd
Michael Sibthorpe
David Siddall
David Sims
John Slight
Geoff Smith
Glyn Smith
Cliff Snook
David Square
Keith Stanton
Matthew Stiles
Joe Studman
Helen Thewlis
Richard Thewlis
David Thomas
Ian Thomas
Kieron Townend
Mark Tripp
Geoffrey Turner
Anthony Upson
Stephen Vinall
Colin Walker
Andrew Warshaw
David Watson
Frances Watson
Neil Watts
Cliff West
Sheila West
Trevor West
Eric Wetell
Howard Whisker
Martin White
Lee Wilkinson
Mark Willis
David Wisbey
Allen Wooding
Michael Wren
Peter Wyatt

MEET THE OWNERS
In recent seasons we have gained several new supporters. It’s fantastic that some of those have 
also become members of Enfield Town FC Supporters Society and therefore owners of Enfield 
Town Football Club. If you are not currently an owner but you are a Town supporter you can join 
online at membermojo.co.uk/etfcs or pick up a membership form from the club shop

The current owners of the Club are listed below.

AS AN OWNER YOU…
• Hold a £1 share in Enfield Town FC Supporters Society
• Are able to attend and participate in meetings of the 
   Supporters Society
• Can stand for election to the Board after a qualifying 
   period of one season

• Vote in any elections for Board members
• Receive regular email updates from the club

However, most of all you become an owner of the UK’s first 
supporter owned football club. And without you there would 
be no Enfield Town FC.
N.B. Your name will not be listed if you have opted out of the 
public register of members.
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5th November 2005
Southern League, Division One East
Enfield Town 2-0 Potters Bar Town

294 were at Goldsdown Road to witness a 
two-goal victory for Enfield, though all the 
early pressure came from visitors Potters 
Bar - with Andy Hall in action early to deny 
both Carl Ashton and Andy Martin. Eventually 
Town managed to get onto the front foot 
and Trevor Paul sent a skidding shot just wide 
before Paul Campbell headed over. In a lively 
encounter, Rudi Hall – making his 100th Town 
appearance – shot just off target and then, 
minutes later, hit a free kick narrowly wide of 
the mark. An incisive run and lay-off by Bryan 
Hammatt ended with Steve Baldwin having a 
shot saved, but Town’s best chance of the first 
half fell to Trevor Paul, who was sent through 
one-on-one with Scholars’ goalie Chris Fitkin 
but was denied by the keeper’s legs. Just 
before half time a seemingly innocuous tackle 
left Bar’s Ben Hill with a suspected dislocated 
ankle before, after the restart, a Bryan 
Hammatt run and pass to Kieran Woodward 
ended with a shot held by Fitkin. Woodward 
headed wide from a David Allen cross, and at 
the other end Andy Hall punched clear during 
a dangerous attack, but Town were handed 
a golden opportunity on the hour mark when 
Bryan Hammatt drew a foul inside the box. 
Rudi Hall’s initial spot kick was well parried by 
Fitkin, but he netted at the second attempt. 
And there was relief all round in the home 
ranks when John Morgan lined up a free-kick 
on 81 minutes and drove low past the wall and 
into the back of the net to seal the points. 
Town: A Hall, Allen (Morgan), Baldwin, Gant, 
G Hall, Woodward, Campbell, R Hall, Paul 
(Brotherton), Hammatt, Penn (Magona).

3rd November 2012
Isthmian League Premier Division
Canvey island 3-4 Enfield Town

Despite losing goalkeeper Noel Imber to an early calf 
injury, Town put in a determined performance in front 
of 382 to grind out a victory in a memorable game 
at Park Lane. After hosts Canvey Island had gone 
close in the early exchanges through Bradley Woods-
Garness and Rickie Hayles, Lee White was forced to go 
between the sticks after Imber was withdrawn after 
just 15 minutes, and the defender pulled off some 
decent stops to not only keep Town in the game, but 
to preserve their lead for much of the match. Shortly 
after Imber’s departure, Liam Hope gave Town the 
lead from the penalty spot after being bundled over in 
the area by Hayles. While Canvey looked unconvincing 
in defence, they posed a threat going forwards, 
and in a whirlwind 8-minute spell, Rob King levelled 
after being put through by Louis Dennis, before the 
Gulls’ Richard Orlu and keeper Ashlee Jones played 
themselves into danger, allowing Adam Wallace to 
steal possession and tee up Hope to help himself to 
a second. Canvey’s reply was immediate as Kevin 
Dobinson equalised again; but incredibly, Town went 
back in front before the break when a half-cleared 
corner fell to Joe O’Brien who fired in at Jones’s near 
post. Wallace, Hope and Tyler Campbell kept the hosts 
on the back foot for much of the second period, and 
Hope completed his hat trick in the 55th minute when 
he picked up a through ball from Jonathan Hunt 
and rounded the keeper before finishing from a tight 
angle. It was 4-3 on 65 minutes as White punched 
clear but the ball was recycled and despatched by 
King to sustain the home side’s pressure. However, 
Town endured – and it was stand-in goalie White who 
took the man-of-the-match plaudits. 
Town: Imber (Bardle), Lockie, White, McKay (Kendall), 
Kirby, Pennant, Campbell, O’Brien, Hope (Allen), 
Wallace, Hunt. 

This week in Town history...
A LOOK BACK AT ENCOUNTERS FROM THE PAST TWO DECADES





Last week, the veteran boss stood down as 
manager of Folkestone Invicta after 26 years 
and 1,299 games in the dugout, making him the 
longest-serving manager in the top eight tiers of 
English football since Arsene Wenger left Arsenal 
in 2018.

“He changed my life,” striker Ade Yusuff told us. “A 
lot of managers I’ve had haven’t really understood 
me as a player – maybe even a man, sometimes – 
whereas he’s allowed me to be myself. That’s helped 
me to flourish on the pitch under him.”

Twenty-six years. It can never be underestimated 
just what an achievement that is, especially in this 
day and age where managers are lucky to last 26 
days before the knives come out. That, though, is 
where Non-League football is cut from a different 
cloth. Yes, there are still the odd over-reactive 
parting of ways but I like to think there is a genuine 
loyalty that high-end clubs could learn from. Cugs 
may have stepped away from the dugout but his 
heart and soul remains at Cheriton Road. His wife 
runs the bar and his stepson is one of the club’s 
biggest fans. You can bet Cugs will join them on 
the terraces, barking his usual instructions, on a 
Saturday afternoon from here on in.

Cugley’s exit got me thinking about other Non-
League legends from the dugout, of which there 
are quite a few. On the south coast alone, Tommy 
Killick, at Poole Town, and Dave Diaper, at Sholing 
FC, have been at their respective clubs for over 
20 years, while Terry Brown, at the age of 70, has 
recently returned to the Aldershot Town dugout on 
an interim basis, leading the club to three straight 
wins on the back of Mark Molesley’s departure. You 
can’t buy experience like that. 

So, with Cugley swapping his trench coat for 
gardening gloves, who is the new managerial 
stalwart who has served his club the longest? The 
answer to that is Bacup Borough boss Brent Peters. 
Twenty-five years ago, then Borough chairman 
Frank Manning and co-director Graham Schofield 
walked into a local pub looking for help to rescue 
the historic club from extinction. 

Little did they know that the man they were 
talking to would still be holding that baton 
twenty-five years later. In a recent interview with 
BBC Radio Lancashire, Peters said his greatest 
achievement was keeping the club afloat amid 
difficult times with other in the Valley, like his very 
own beloved Rossendale United, having fallen by 
the wayside.

“Brent Peters, in my eyes is Mr Non-League,” said 
club representative Steven Brown. “He cuts the 
grass, he does the plumbing, he changes the beer 
barrels, he takes out the rubbish, etc, etc. There is 
no job at Bacup Borough FC that this man doesn’t 
do. He is a machine and it’s fair to say that there 
would be no club without Brent Peters.”

The likes of Cugley, Peters, Killick, Diaper, Brown 
and others are the lifeblood of their club and the 
Non-League game as a whole. Loyalty is everything 
in life in general – it’s so gratifying to see it 
rewarded.

Jon Couch

THE word ‘legend’ is a term used pretty loosely in football these 
days, but there aren’t many people in the Non-League game who 
consider Neil Cugley as anything but.

Mr Invicta
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Hastings United are back at this level after a 
decade away, so for a re-introduction and a 
glimpse into the U’s season so far, we caught up 
Sussex By The Sea podcast host Chris

Cheers for talking to us: how do you feel your 
season is going so far? 
Many thanks for inviting me. In terms of the 
season so far, there’s a great feeling around 
the fan base after a slow start. Gary’s got us 
playing good football combined with being a solid 
defensive unit and there’s some real purpose in 
our play.

It must be nice to be back in the Premier: what 
are your hopes or aspirations for this campaign – 
have they changed from the start of the season? 
Personally, I thought that we would finish 7th or 
8th at the beginning of the season but from what 
I’ve seen from the sides we’ve played up to now I 
don’t see why we can’t be in one of those play off 
spaces come the end of the season!

Hastings are the best-supported team (certainly 
at home) in the league so far this season with an 
average gate of 1000-plus. Is that testament to 
how the club are doing, or has there always been 
that level of support, or a little bit of both?
Well we’ve been known for a while now as a side 
that plays attractive attacking football, be that 
under previous boss Chris Agutter or current head 
honcho SUPER Gary Elphick! Winning obviously 
helps as well, but what I think has got people 
through those hallowed gates in more recent 
years is the way we have been doing that winning!

Talk to us about this mannequin I’ve heard 
about – and has it made any appearances yet 
this season?
I think your referring to the famous Mankini 
that was unleashed on the unsuspecting fans of 
Ashford United late last season by the legend that 
is Gary! I think Gary is waiting for another must-
win crunch fixture until he again unleashes that 
snazzy number on Joe Public...!

…haha I meant the mannequin arm that was 
taken to a couple of games last season!
Oh forgot about that... wouldn’t have a clue 
about that.

As for you guys, your dedicated Sussex By The 
Sea podcast covers all things U’s – how long has 
that been going, and what was the inspiration 
behind that?
I started the podcast nearly three years ago now; 

I just wanted to in my own small way spread the 
joy of supporting such a top side and fantastic 
fan base and to get that message out there to the 
wider Hastings public…

…it seems a really decent format for frank 
discussions around the club and also wider non-
league.
Yeah it’s evolved. I love this town and love local 
football. To me - and I think this goes for most of 
us watching non-league across the country - but 
these clubs and the volunteers that help keep 
them going are what I see as true communities 
which foster real community spirit locally. So 
many people give their time voluntarily just for 
the love of the game and it’s great to see and 
be a part of. Our local sides here were criminally 
under covered in our local press, and I thought 
why not start covering them so started up the 
#SBTSHastingsReport (with Co-host ESFL Veteran 
Leon Petitt who’s played 16 years in the ESFL) 
which covers all our sides in the SCFL, MSFL & 
ESFL (Southern Combination, Mid Sussex & East 
Sussex). On the YouTube version we have goal 
highlights and clubs have been great about 
sending in the odd goal or two; it’s been great fun.

Looking ahead, it’s all very well for us at Enfield 
to speculate - but from a Hastings point of view, 
which players should we look out for? 
Our side, well... we’ve got goals in us 
unfortunately for your boys today! And goals 
aren’t just coming from one or two, but across 
the park. Players I think you’ll enjoy will be the 
cultured passing of Sam Hasler, young Tom 
Chalmers gliding through one tackle after the 
other when he goes on one of his runs or the club 
legend Sam Adams who defies his age and inspires 
attack after attack with his footballing nous and 
engine.

And finally, predictions for today’s game?
I think 0-2 to us. And scorers… Kane Penn and 
Craig Stone.

The Sussex By The Sea Podcast is available at 
linktr.ee/sbtspodcast

VISITORS’ VIEW
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BEHIND THE GOAL
This time last year, we brought 
in November and the Bonfire 
weekend with a trip to Tolworth as 
Town visited Corinthian-Casuals 
looking to extend a six-match 
unbeaten run. With league leaders 
Worthing always likely to extend 
their advantage at the top of the 
table, Enfield knew the importance 
of continuing a very decent run 
of form. Yet though Town started 
the brighter of the two sides, 
it was in truth a cagey affair 
for much of the first half and 
their work was certainly cut out 
just before the hour mark when 
Emmanuel Mensah’s driving run 
and early shot put the hosts one 
up. Muhammadu Faal managed 
to find a vital – if fortuitous – 
equaliser from the edge of the 
area via goalkeeper Danny Bracken 
with a quarter of an hour to play, 
but as the match looked set to 
end honours even, Ryan Kirwan 
was barged over for a late free-

kick. Enter Lyle Della-Verde, who 
(perhaps surprisingly…) opted 
not to shoot from range but clip 
a cross into the area. However, 
when the ball was unconvincingly 
hacked clear by Jack Tucker, 
Della-Verde returned the loose ball 
with interest – sending a dipping, 
bouncing effort through a crowd 
of players and into Bracken’s 
left-hand corner; the cue for 
jubilation amongst those in the 
stands and in green shirts. This 
season, Della-Verde is Town’s top 
league scorer having found the 
net on six occasions with five of 
them, astonishingly, from set 
pieces: “they’re like penalties for 
him”, quipped boss Andy Leese in 
a post-match interview. This year, 
with the league as competitive as 
it has been in some years, Town 
could certainly do with Lyle and 
the rest of the side to continue a 
decent, extended vein of form to 
help them up the table.

As we enter 
November looking 

to gain some 
consistency in 
the league, we 
look back on a 

goal en-route to 
the playoffs last 

season…

Please Join us at our Local
Family Friendly Pubs

Ray and Tracey Bell 
are delighted to continue our association 

with Enfield Town Football Club.

Hertford Bell, Hertford 

SG14 1BA Sultan, Waltham Abbey

EN9 1PD

Dove, Chingford 

E4 6EL White Bear, Broxbourne 

EN10 7BN
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PUT YOUR SHIRT ON US!
TOWN KIT SPONSORS

This season the overall cost of full kit sponsorship is £160 (£140 for members). 
Any sponsor making the full payment will have the player’s shirt at the end of the season.

TO SPONSOR A PLAYER PLEASE CONTACT LES GOLD ON 07979 727563 OR EMAIL LESGOLD@ENFIELDTOWNFOOTBALLCLUB.CO.UK

PLAYER SHIRT £50 SHORTS £40 SOCKS £30 BOOTS £20
Nathan McDonald 
Adi Connolly AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

Rian Bray AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

James Richmond AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

Lewis Knight AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

Dequane Wilson-Braithwaite AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

Nathan Smith AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

Josh McLeod-Urquhart AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

Joe Payne AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

Andre Coker
Ryan Kirwan 
Juevan Spencer AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

Scott Thomas 
Hamilton Antonio AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

Kian Wilkes AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

Sam Youngs
James Dayton
Lewis Taaffe AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

Lyle Della-Verde AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

Marcus Wyllie AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

Adam Cunnington 
Jake Cass 
Andy Leese 
Mario Noto AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

Ian Hart AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

Graham Dodd AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

John Abbott AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

Kyri Neocleous AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLET
Neil Butterfield CO AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLETO

FULL KIT SPONSORED BY: SHEILA, CLIFF, PAT AND DAVE

FULL KIT SPONSORED BY: ALAN MEDLOCK

FULL KIT SPONSORED BY: ENFIELD CRICKET CLUB

FULL KIT SPONSORED BY: CHRIS, MAGGIE, LUCY & THOMAS

FULL KIT SPONSORED BY: MARCELLO DEVIZIO

FULL KIT SPONSORED BY: SWEET MEADOW LODGE, DEVON

FULL KIT SPONSORED BY: ERIC & DANUTA ALLAN

FULL KIT SPONSORED BY: ALAN GREEN

FULL KIT SPONSORED BY: DAVE ROBERTS
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DATE OPPOSITION SCORE POS ATT STARTING XI SUBS
AUGUST 2022
Saturday 13 FOLKESTONE INVICTA D1-1 8 421 McDonald, Mclean, Kirwan, Bray, Thomas, Richmond, Taaffe**, Youngs, Cass*, Wylie, Della-Verde*** Cunnington*, Riley-Snow**, Sayoud***, Soulja-Osekanongo, Spencer
Tuesday 16 Hornchurch L2-3 17 492 McDonald, Mclean, Kirwan**, Bray, Thomas*, Richmond, Taaffe***, Youngs, Cass, Wylie, Riley-Snow Della-Verde*, Sayoud**, Spencer***, Soulja-Osekanongo, Cunnington
Sunday 21 Kingstonian D0-0 20 275 McDonald, Mclean, Kirwan**, Bray, Riley-Snow**, Richmond, Youngs, Cass, Cunnington***, Wylie*, Della-Verde Sayoud* Soulja-Osekanongo**, Taaffe***, Dayton, Spencer
Saturday 27 BOWERS & PITSEA W2-0 11 381 McDonald, McLean, Kirwan, Bray, Richmond, Sayoud*, Shulton, Youngs, Dayton**, Della-Verde*** Cass Cunnington* Spencer**, Taaffe***, Wilson-Braithwaite, Riley-Snow
Monday 29 Potters Bar Town L1-2 14 531 McDonald, McLean, Wilson-Braithwaite, Bray, Taaffe, Youngs, Shulton, Sayoud*; Della-Verde** Cass, Cunnington Coker* Wyllie**, Taaffe***, Spencer, Riley-Snow, Dayton
SEPTEMBER 2022
Saturday 3 Canvey Island (FAC) L1-5 - 346 McDonald, McLean, Wilson-Braithwaite, Bray, Shulton, Youngs, Taaffe*, Sayoud, Youngs, Della-Verde**, Cass, Wyllie*** Spencer* Dayton**, Cunnington***, Thomas, Connolly, Marfo, Coker
Tuesday 13 Brightlingsea Regent W4-0 8 201 McDonald, Spencer, Wilson-Braithwaite, Bray, Payne, Thomas, Youngs, Dayton***, Coker2 **, Della-Verde, Cunnington* Cass*, Wylie**, Sayoud***, Shulton, Mclean
Tuesday 20 CANVEY ISLAND D0-0
Saturday 24 Margate W5-2
Tuesday 27 HORSHAM W2-1
OCTOBER 2022
Saturday 1 Corinthian-Casuals 3.00pm
Saturday 8 CHESHAM UNITED (FAT) 3.00pm
Saturday 15 LEWES 3.00pm
Saturday 22 Cray Wanderers 3.00pm
Saturday 29 HERNE BAY 3.00pm
NOVEMBER 2022
Saturday 5 HASTINGS UNITED 3.00pm
Saturday 12 Carshalton Athletic 3.00pm
Saturday 19 BILLERICAY TOWN 3.00pm
Saturday 26 Wingate & Finchley 3.00pm
DECEMBER 2022
Saturday 3 BISHOP’S STORTFORD 3.00pm
Friday 9 Aveley 7.45pm
Tuesday 13 HORNCHURCH 7.45pm
Saturday 17  Folkestone Invicta 3.00pm
Monday 26 POTTERS BAR TOWN 3.00pm
JANUARY 2023
Monday 2 Haringey Borough 3.00pm
Saturday 7 KINGSTONIAN 3.00pm
Saturday 14 Bowers & Pitsea 3.00pm
Saturday 21 Hastings United 3.00pm
Saturday 28 CARSHALTON ATHLETIC 3.00pm
FEBRUARY 2023
Saturday 4 Billericay Town 3.00pm
Saturday 11 WINGATE & FINCHLEY 3.00pm
Tuesday 14 BRIGHTLINGSEA REGENT 7.45pm
Saturday 18 Canvey Island 3.00pm
Saturday 25 MARGATE 3.00pm
MARCH 2023
Saturday 4 Bognor Regis Town 3.00pm
Saturday 11 Lewes 3.00pm
Saturday 18 CORINTHIAN-CASUALS 3.00pm
Saturday 25 Herne Bay 3.00pm
APRIL 2023
Saturday 1 CRAY WANDERERS 3.00pm
Saturday 8 Horsham 3.00pm
Monday 10 HARINGEY BOROUGH 3.00pm
Saturday 15 Bishop’s Stortford 3.00pm
Saturday 22 AVELEY 3.00pm

TBA BOGNOR REGIS TOWN 

DATE OPPOSITION SCORE POS ATT STARTING XI SUBS
AUGUST 2022
Saturday 13 FOLKESTONE INVICTA D1-1 8 421 McDonald, Mclean, Kirwan, Bray, Thomas, Richmond, Taaffe**, Youngs, Cass*, Wylie, Della-Verde*** Cunnington*, Riley-Snow**, Sayoud***, Soulja-Osekanongo, Spencer
Tuesday 16 Hornchurch L2-3 17 492 McDonald, Mclean, Kirwan**, Bray, Thomas*, Richmond, Taaffe***, Youngs, Cass, Wylie, Riley-Snow Della-Verde*, Sayoud**, Spencer***, Soulja-Osekanongo, Cunnington
Sunday 21 Kingstonian D0-0 20 275 McDonald, Mclean, Kirwan**, Bray, Riley-Snow**, Richmond, Youngs, Cass, Cunnington***, Wylie*, Della-Verde Sayoud* Soulja-Osekanongo**, Taaffe***, Dayton, Spencer
Saturday 27 BOWERS & PITSEA W2-0 11 381 McDonald, McLean, Kirwan, Bray, Richmond, Sayoud*, Shulton, Youngs, Dayton**, Della-Verde*** Cass Cunnington* Spencer**, Taaffe***, Wilson-Braithwaite, Riley-Snow
Monday 29 Potters Bar Town L1-2 14 531 McDonald, McLean, Wilson-Braithwaite, Bray, Taaffe, Youngs, Shulton, Sayoud*; Della-Verde** Cass, Cunnington Coker* Wyllie**, Taaffe***, Spencer, Riley-Snow, Dayton
SEPTEMBER 2022
Saturday 3 Canvey Island (FAC) L1-5 - 346 McDonald, McLean, Wilson-Braithwaite, Bray, Shulton, Youngs, Taaffe*, Sayoud, Youngs, Della-Verde**, Cass, Wyllie*** Spencer* Dayton**, Cunnington***, Thomas, Connolly, Marfo, Coker
Tuesday 13 Brightlingsea Regent W4-0 8 201 McDonald, Spencer, Wilson-Braithwaite, Bray, Payne, Thomas, Youngs, Dayton***, Coker2**, Della-Verde, Cunnington* Cass*, Wylie**, Sayoud***, Shulton, Mclean
Tuesday 20 CANVEY ISLAND D0-0 8 395 McDonald, Spencer, Wilson-Braithwaite, Bray, Payne, Thomas**, Youngs, Dayton***, Coker***, Wylie*, Cunnington** Sayoud*, Cass**, Shulton***, Soulja-Osekanongo, Mclean
Saturday 24 Margate OGW5-2 7 549 McDonald, Spencer, Wilson-Braithwaite, Bray, Payne, Thomas**, Youngs, Dayton***, Coker***, Hercules*, Cunnington** Wylie*, Sayoud**, Urquhart***, Soulja-Osekanongo, Mclean
Tuesday 27 HORSHAM W2-1 5 363 McDonald, Spencer, Wilson-Braithwaite, Bray, Payne, Thomas**, Youngs, Dayton***, Coker*, Hercules, Cunnington Sayoud*, Soulja-Osekanongo**, Wylie***, Urquhart, Mclean
Friday 30 CORINTHIAN-CASUALS W2-0 2 346 McDonald, Spencer, Wilson-Braithwaite, Bray, Payne, Thomas, Youngs, Dayton**, Coker***, Hercules*, Cunnington Sayoud*, Della-Verde**, Wylie***, Urquhart, Mclean
OCTOBER 2022
Saturday 8 CHESHAM UNITED (FAT) L0-4 - 414 McDonald, Spencer, Wilson-Braithwaite, Bray, Payne, Thomas, Youngs, Dayton**, Coker***, Hercules*, Cunnington Cass* Della-Verde**, Sayoud***, Connolly, Urquhart, Mclean, Wyllie
Tuesday 11 BOGNOR REGIS TOWN D1-1 3 330 McDonald, Spencer, Wilson-Braithwaite, Richmond, Payne, Thomas**, Youngs, Dayton, Coker*, Cass, Della-Verde*** Sayoud* Wylie**, Hercules***, Cunnington, Urquhart
Saturday 15 LEWES L2-4 5 434 McDonald, Spencer, Wilson-Braithwaite, Richmond, Payne, Thomas, Youngs, Dayton***, Sayoud*, Cass**, Della-Verde Coker* Cunnington**, Wyllie***, Hercules, Urquhart
Saturday 22 Cray Wanderers D1-1 5 263 McDonald, Spencer, Wilson-Braithwaite, Richmond, Payne, Thomas*, Youngs, Taaffe**, Coker, Wyllie, Hercules*** Dayton* Coker**, Della-Verde***, Sayoud, Bray
Saturday 29 HERNE BAY OGW4-2 5 678 McDonald, Spencer, Knight, Richmond, Payne, Thomas, Youngs, Taaffe**, Coker*, Cass, Della-Verde2*** Dayton* Hercules**, Wilson-Braithwaite***, Cunnington, Bray
NOVEMBER 2022
Tuesday 1 Uxbridge (MSC) *OGD2-2 - 67 Connolly, Knight, Wilson-Braithwaite, Richmond**, Payne, Thomas*, Hamilton****, Dayton, Della-Verde***, Cass, Hercules Spencer* Youngs**, Coker***, Taaffe****, Cunnington
Saturday 5 HASTINGS UNITED 3.00pm
Tuesday 8 Felixstowe & Walton Utd (VC) 7.45pm
Saturday 12 Carshalton Athletic 3.00pm
Saturday 26 Wingate & Finchley 3.00pm
DECEMBER 2022
Saturday 3 BISHOP’S STORTFORD 3.00pm
Friday 9 Aveley 7.45pm
Tuesday 13 HORNCHURCH 7.45pm
Saturday 17  Folkestone Invicta 3.00pm
Monday 26 POTTERS BAR TOWN 3.00pm
JANUARY 2023
Monday 2 Haringey Borough 3.00pm
Saturday 7 KINGSTONIAN 3.00pm
Saturday 14 Bowers & Pitsea 3.00pm
Saturday 21 Hastings United 3.00pm
Saturday 28 CARSHALTON ATHLETIC 3.00pm
FEBRUARY 2023
Saturday 4 Billericay Town 3.00pm
Saturday 11 WINGATE & FINCHLEY 3.00pm
Tuesday 14 BRIGHTLINGSEA REGENT 7.45pm
Saturday 18 Canvey Island 3.00pm
Saturday 25 MARGATE 3.00pm
MARCH 2023
Saturday 4 Bognor Regis Town 3.00pm
Saturday 11 Lewes 3.00pm
Saturday 18 Corinthian-Casuals 3.00pm
Saturday 25 Herne Bay 3.00pm
APRIL 2023
Saturday 1 CRAY WANDERERS 3.00pm
Saturday 8 Horsham 3.00pm
Monday 10 HARINGEY BOROUGH 3.00pm
Saturday 15 Bishop’s Stortford 3.00pm
Saturday 22 AVELEY 3.00pm

TBA BILLERICAY TOWN 

*Won 7-6 on penalties

ENFIELD TOWN FC
PITCHING IN ISTHMIAN LEAGUE PREMIER DIVISION 2022-23 FIXTURES

ISTHMIAN LEAGUE PREMIER DIVISION

2022/23 LATEST TABLE 
  P W D L   F A GD  PT
1 Potters Bar Town 13 9 1 3 24 15 +9 28

2 Bishop’s Stortford 13 8 3 2 20 8 +12 27
3 Hornchurch 12 8 2 2 33 14 +19 26
4 Aveley 13 8 2 3 25 16 +9 26
5 ENFIELD TOWN 14 6 5 3 27 17 +10 23

6 Canvey Island 13 6 3 4 20 17 +3 21
7 Cray Wanderers 13 5 5 3 23 16 +7 20
8 HASTINGS UNITED 13 6 2 5 16 10 +6 20
9 Billericay Town 11 6 1 4 18 16 +2 19
10 Carshalton Athletic 12 6 1 5 13 13 0 19
11 Horsham 13 5 3 5 21 16 +5 18
12 Lewes 12 4 5 3 17 16 +1 17
13 Bognor Regis Town 12 4 4 4 25 22 +3 16
14 Kingstonian 13 3 6 4 16 17 -1 15
15 Margate 14 4 3 7 19 22 -3 15
16 Haringey Borough 13 3 6 4 20 24 -4 15
17 Folkestone Invicta 11 4 2 5 16 18 -2 14
18 Wingate & Finchley 13 2 6 5 18 21 -3 12

19 Bowers & Pitsea 12 1 6 5 14 24 -10 9
20 Herne Bay 12 2 2 8 15 29 -14 8
21 Brightlingsea Regent 13 2 2 9 10 39 -29 8
22 Corinthian-Casuals 13 1 2 10 11 31 -20 5

ISTHMIAN LEAGUE PREMIER DIVISION

FIXTURES
TODAY
Bowers & Pitsea v Carshalton Athletic
Brightlingsea Regent v Lewes
Canvey Island v Bishop’s Stortford
Corinthian-Casuals v Herne Bay
Cray Wanderers v Aveley
Enfield Town v Hastings United
Haringey Borough v Folkestone Invicta
Hornchurch v Wingate & Finchley
Horsham v Potters Bar Town
Kingstonian v Billericay Town
Margate v Bognor Regis Town

TUESDAY 8TH NOVEMBER
Haringey Borough v Kingstonian
Herne Bay v Carshalton Athletic
Lewes v Folkestone Invicta

SATURDAY 12TH NOVEMBER
Aveley v Hornchurch
Billericay Town v Horsham
Bishop’s Stortford v Kingstonian
Bognor Regis Town v Corinthian-Casuals
Carshalton Athletic v Enfield Town
Folkestone Invicta v Brightlingsea Regent
Hastings United v Haringey Borough
Herne Bay v Canvey Island
Lewes v Cray Wanderers
Potters Bar Town v Bowers & Pitsea
Wingate & Finchley v Margate
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U’S
Manager: Gary Elphick

From:

Louis Rogers
Ollie Black
Jake Elliott
Kane Penn
Craig Stone
Alex Brefo
Ryan Worrall
Jack Dixon
Sam Adams
Sam Hasler
Kian Moynes
Tom Chalmers
Knory Scott
De Niro Pinto
Chinedu McKenzie
James Hull
Finley Chapman
Ben Pope

TOWN
Manager: Andy Leese

From:

Nathan McDonald
Adi Connolly
Rian Bray
Lewis Knight
James Richmond
Dequane Wilson-Braithwaite
Nathan Smith
Joe Payne
Juevan Spencer
Scott Thomas
Hamilton Antonio
Sam Youngs
James Dayton
Lewis Taaffe
Lyle Della-Verde
Andre Coker
Wraynel Hercules
Marcus Wyllie
Adam Cunnington
Jake Cass

NEXT AT THE QEII
Bishops Stortford
Saturday 3rd December 2022 @ 3.00pm
Pitching In Isthmian Premier League

MATCH OFFICIALS
Referee: Adam Steele
Assistant Referees:  
Andreas Anastasiou & Adam Buckley-Jones

     ETFC.LONDON   |          @ENFIELD_TOWN_FC   |          @ETFCOFFICIAL


